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7 Mr- M@Cxrran. from the Committee o1 
the following 


POR’ 


Ss. 2100 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 

2100) for the relief of Robert Joseph Vetter, hay Ine considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon, with an amendment, and recom 
mends that the bill, as amended, do pass 


\MENDMEN1 
In line 6, page 1, strike out “$10,000” and 
ah 1S he 
PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation, as amended, is to pay thi 
sum of $158 to Robert Joseph Vetter, of Miami, Fla., in full settlement 
of all claims against the United States on account of personal injuries 
medical and hospital expenses, and loss of earnings sustained by him as 
a result of his activities in attempting to rescue two U nited states 
Navy fliers who were fatally injured when their plane crashed about 
50 vatds north of the recreation pier at the south end of Miami Beach 
Fla., on June 5, 1943. 

STATEMENT 


ane facts which give rise to this claim disclose that about 2:16 
p.m. on June 5, 1943, a United States naval aircraft en d into the 
\ ia approximately 50 yards north of the recreation pier at the south 
end of Miami Beach, Fla. The claimant contends that he was injured 
In an attempt to rescue the two naval fliers who had been killed in the 


crash. The injuries of which Mr. Vetter complains are (1) a cut on 
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his left leg which required four operations and (2) pneumonia for 
which Mr. Vetter was hospitalized for almost a month. The Navy 
Department has concluded that “Mr. Vetter has established that he 
received an injury to his left leg while attempting, on June 5, 1943, to 
rescue the occupants of the crashed naval aircraft, and that this injury 
contributed to the disability of which he complains.”” Dr. P. K. 
Jenkins, Miami, Fla., stated that Vetter’s pneumonia was in all proba- 
bility precipitated by his exertions and contact with the gasoline and 
oil at the scene of the crash, 

The pneumonia necessitated hospitalization from June 15, to July 8, 
1943. Mr. Vetter was a charity patient at St. Francis Hospital, 
Maimi, Fla., during this illness. 

Mr. Vetter received treatment for his left leg while suffering from 
pneumonia, and again from May to August 1945 he received additional 
treatment for the left leg. His leg was operated upon twice for this 
injury and two skin grafts were performed. 

Mr. Vetter entered Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Md., where 
two more operations and another skin graft were performed on the 
same left leg. Only in this instance was Mr. Vetter subjected to a 
hospital bill—$158 was paid by the claimant for the operations at 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

In September 1947, Mr. Vetter was involved in a fight in a barroom, 
and his left leg was again injured. He was hospitalized at the Coney 
Island Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., until February 20, 1948. The 
expenses for his treatment and hospitalization were paid by the New 
York State Employme nt Compensation Commission. 

Mr. Vetter returned to Miami, Fla., shortly after his discharge from 
the Coney Island Hospital. His left leg became worse, and he was 
admitted as a charity patient to the Jackson Memorial Hospital, 
Miami, Fla., with a diagnosis of chronic ulceration of the left leg, 
etiology unknown. He was still hospitalized in May 1948, awaiting 
another grafting operation, 

The committee is of the opinion that there is no legal or equitable 
basis on which this claim can be predicated. The claimant was 
injured ina voluntary attempt to perform rescue work. The United 
States was not responsible for any of the injuries suffered by the 
claimant. Furthermore, it is apparent that the claimant did not seek 
medical aid for his injure d leg for 10 ds ays after the injury. It bas not 
been definitely established that the pneumonia from which the claim- 
ant suffered was a result of Mr. Vetter’s rescue efforts. 

In view, however, of the voluntary efforts to aid the occupants of 
the Navy plane, the committee is constrained to award the claimant 
the sum of $158 to reimburse him for the hospital expenses incurred 
at Johns Hopkins Hospital, before he was injured in the fight in the 
barroom. 

The report of the Secretary of the Navy dated October 9, 1951, and 
the report of the Department of Justice dated November 6, 1951, are 
set forth in full below. 
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( D. 
slight ut on Vetter’ 


it was inflamed and very sensitive This phvsician, Dr. P. K. 
ami, Fla., further stated that Vetter’s pneumonia was in all probability 
1 by his exertions and contact with the gasoline and oil at the scene of 


Vetter was hospitalized for pneumonia from June 15 until Julv 8 
haritv patient in St. Francis Hospital, Miami, Fla 


ates that his leg began to bother him again in April 1944 and that he 


tment for his leg at St. Francis Hospital for 1 month at that time. 
has no records to substantiate this statement, but the reeords at 
show that Vetter was treated there for an indolent ulcer of the left 


j 
ankle and/or varicose veins on several oceasions from May 1945, until August 


1945 His 


Vell conadlit 


leg Was operated on at least twice aduring this period for & Varicose 
ion and two ski rraits were performed o: his left ankle Dr. 1). 

the attending physician during April or May 1945, stated that 
him that his leg had been injured when seratched on the branches of a 
rrking for the City of Miami Water Department. It was necessary for 


mployment as the result of the condition of his leg. 
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